% IRAVE IDAHO PIONZER

WOMAN CAIIED T0 WELL ZARNED REST

Ey

Edna E. Sterk

Arnothor of Idaho'!s valient ploneer characters, in the
perscn of Mrgs. Jane Elizabeth Billinssley, has ceased her
rt*ly joa*ﬂev and passed to ner revard. Monday, the 2 nd.

».
3

o
 p
=
o
E"
c7'
ol
l
D—‘
\0

..
[
o
or
;
o
',r
o
3
o
o
Yy
o
™
]
o
“é

?r
o+
o'
2]
=~
5]
0
.
l‘d
3]
.

il’ingqley calmly and neacefully
Tre nsss‘ne was in direct contrast to the
many yecrs of diligence, eactivity and service which char-
acterized the years of her piancer life.

Zorn in Sheffield, Englend, Mey 18, 1854, she came with
her varents, Willism and Elizabeth Symns Thorpe to the
Unitedi States, at the age of seven years. They came by rail
to Council Bluffs, Iowa, where they joined =a overland csraven <
crossicg the plains in a covered wagon; the children walking the

greater part of the way; enduring all the hardskips of ploneer
aays

¥r. Thorpe nad been in Utah about two years when he was

accidently xilled. The mcother left with 10 children endured hard-
shivs thet sre a2lmost unbelievesble. After two or three years,
the older sons by this time being hearly grown, the family moved
to Ssmaris, 2 smell villsge near Melad, Idsho. Here Vrs. Billing-
sley grew to young womanhood assisting in the activities and
duties in connection with a pioneer home. Mra. Eillingsley was
a truly self-cducated woman. At the carly nge of 19 years she wes
engereged dy o nelighbor lady to do some spinning and the recompense
which she received was schoocling or lessons during the evening
hours.

of the state., From this meager beginning she mrde the most of
every advantege snd ovportunity for an education. 'She had an
especial fondness for history and for nature study. In later
years she had =n intense admiretion for Abraham Lincoln and every
article or story in whieh the famous emsncipetor figured were
eagerly read. Natures beauties, the flowers, the sun rises 2nd
sun sets and the scenery of hill and dale were constantly a de-
light and joy to this stsunch pioneer womarn. .

At that time there were no school advantsges in that part .

Jzne Xlizebeth Thorpe end Archie Billingsley wore married
in Bofse, October 22, 1872, in the parlors of the first “Overland
notel The Billinpslej home was established near Hagermen, on
the ranch later krown as the O. P. Johnson ranch. r. Billings-"
iey meintained a large hay ranch, which at that time was an ox-
tensive enterprise, as he so0ld feed to the Yells-Fargo Express
Co., doing the greatedt volume cf business of ibs kind. As we
remenber the railroad had not yet been built west of Pocatello
et this date.

It wes during the time th=t the Billingsley's lived at
Hegerman that for a period of two yeers Mrs. Billingsley did nct
see & white moman. The only assistance she had in her home and
vith her children was that of the friendly Indian VWomen. From
different times over sn extension of years Mrs. Billingsley made a 200
mile journey from Hegermen to Ssmaria to her parental home fer care at
the time of the birth of her children. At the time the Bannocx
Indians went on the war path in 1878, & frierndly Indian warned the
Billingsley's cf the denger and Mrs. Eillingsley took her two small
children and rode horseback many miles to a settlement fort for pro-
tection and safety.

{re. Billingsley, on seversl occasions, had versonal exverience ia
the starge hold-uvs. One tihme while on a stage journey robbprs neld up
the stege and the driver was Eilled.

Mr. Billingsley graduelly worked into the csttle business and when
the Snake river country became more settled by ranchers, he went ncrth
into the Wood River country where range wss oven ~nd unrestricted. Here
as before, the new and raw country afforded only vpioneer advantages and
exveriences. At thie time the home was established on Wood river near
wnat later became known 2s Cerey. For many years the home was ir a
emall log cabin, and wvhen later the new home, a frsms house, wes built
it. wes the first of its xind in the valley. Always interested in civic
and educational advantages for their children the Billingsley houe
.early became a social center. ' In order to more effectively dbring tals.



