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~ In the spring of 1855 Robert Hodgert-selecked his home-site in what °

trickling .down on,the bed: . It had made its \uy“th

is.pow the .heart of the city,.justione’ block.north of the:Court House,

roof.r Her job.was to! stand andihold-ian- u ] CTtE "“”f—'

He got one_fourth blogk; ,0r two gcresy,snd.paid, §5.00 toshaye it surs i

she gave birth:to-the baby 'l Evén undét’ the SO

veyed, For this ground he paid § 1.25 an acre... Everyone-had to.make! «-

to bereighty-eight years oldizi in fi « 2 l1saiag, .f-d'u,ﬁ{ j

their'.hvn@slobi,eb.- .50 with the hglp of Thomas-apd Ellen, Hodgert began-i.-

Later) on BrokvHodgert took up’thirty 'five' abres' 6t Farm'

to make his and put them in the sun to.dry. Usyally 4t togk ahout-twa. -

riyver ‘in thé vorthérn part'of the ‘surt £ .
weeks, all depending upon the weather, 2 Finally,:he Had'-€nough ito sbuild My mother:described-those earlbyidays' {n' Provs *as’ Hothine Bie.
| two_yooms: one larger than the othdr, about:l3 by 15VFeeis The flgor!-¥ » | & struggle for surwvival. . Everyone:worked:very, vs 2t L hastaly:
was made,of 12 inch.boards :and were.not even planed, but-in'time they the same idealsiand beliévéd 4’ théi Femd Cosobl ! T mide thea cakl
became smooth because.they were.rubbed with sand to keep :them clean.: . | and willing to serve the Lord because they felt: ' o o T Y

; The doors were made of the;same limber and.thare -were :two'windows with

hereaft>z; . .Fanilies:.shared with each other-and ‘1ived-on their o

-

8 by 10 inches of glass in them. The roof was made with timbers placed

dueTion @nd exchange of productg with their neighbors. . Everything was

across and then about elght inches of rushes were piled oo top. - On-top

utillzed--ndt:h'iﬁg was Radted, v v b wengtls 14 [ 0 R i iy

l}i

of this was spread:the adobie mudj then Aanother layer -of rushés ‘and mud,

Families had to make their own soap, :candles.’and diy" their'fnti!é

This was repeated until it was about: twelve imches thick,' Whemdt was

and vegetables for winter/!:Food jwas stored {n hugd ‘pits dug in the

finally.finished, it was a fine roof and. kept cut the water.’ .In the:

ground.s The best they ‘ate and the othler was 'fed a 131413

large room was a huge fireplace and, dn front of it hung the huge iron- was made from the sugar vane, . They gathered herbs for medicide’ ;uc'h_ﬁ (¥

kettle., This is where all the: cooking was dome,»There weré two beds in |Catnip, peppermint and.arnica.. They :spin and carded ‘the wool Hyed f¢

this room and the ticks were filled with ratrtail- floss.: Many meetings wove it into cloth for their elothing, > i1+ ok ey o A A T

were held here, and this home was-a center for all thefentertainment of 1o AL fiTst the-wheat was threshed wich e £1411 Yhan tha pyadl-'" \11,_':_3

a small group.i.The.people were.uniied-end Jxélp!d‘one—f afother fn all- !-!+|this was before Cyrus McCormick linvented the harvesting machine,**t pn-

their, tasks; it.was.always a struggle.for.the necessities-of -1ife.” -* They.gathered Saleratus -from:the.low Utalr Lake Lowlands:, * 'n:n was '
The first child to be born in this:room-vas e:little® girl’ named' »+:-/(used for.making biscuifs, also soap.t .. a1 i-rl L4 tCen 44 (8 ed i

Victoria:Adelaid...She.was born.Juve; 7,: 1852« :My-mother; Elden;calways

. In 1858. 811 their trdps were: destroyediby grasshoppers.’ ' 'That i-r’lu‘:l:at-*'i

laughed when she.told.me about:that-day, :She was ‘foirteet: years-at's '’

they suffered unbelievsble haydships:and almost starveéd-to death'V They &2

that time, and when.her:mother sént:her harxying over-the field to gée - '’

existed on the wild.spinach, thistle hearts and sego’roots; "The ¥

the mfd-wife,ishe was - -scared-out of hexr witsi+:To add tu'-hbr-iur:,:iri 4ol

hrought bumper.crops and prosperity, to all.the Pioneers: r Robert Hodgert

terrible:electric storm: had.come up-2od the'lightningsandithunder: fright=-

had-pever done-any;farming, but: he worked diligently and 1datned to' raise®

ened:her, ..When.the.two.retummed to her;mothet,, theye.yas & gentle §treanm

B G U & BAT A —

fine crops.’His potatoes’wonfirst-prize &t'the Deséfet: Falr dn Dctﬂbar‘{ )
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prepared and placed under her arm. -

Fe and the children had made enough adobies to build on to the two

~ In the fall of this same year Robert Hodgert hac

and they were very happy. However, at this time he received a call

his mission because of {11 health and he retu

{0 go on another mission to England. He had labored there as a traveling

got transportation as far as Omaha, Nebraska, From there he wlkud tha" 1

pai ssfonary for five years prior to his release so he could emigrate to

rest of the way, It was during A

|the nited States. 1 think this call was quite a shock to the family

tr. and Se
terrific. He was sun struck and mever vell after. He died May 21, 1'367."'

t §u those days, no one ever refused a call., There was mo building

Thomas was always a good worker,

aad they began to prepare for his departure. On December 13, 1859 a

mother and brother and sisters.

He was sympathetic and kind to his

by girl arcived and she was named Mary Jane, but was always called

On September 25, 1864, Thomas marriéd Martha Isabelle Biut__gsley .

Pelly”.

Iz was a very severe winter and it wasn't until April that Robert

Martha Jane--=-=ccaca-< born

July 6, 1865

She was born January 13 1844 in Mississippi, They had eight ;_hﬂj,;:n.

wigert and his wife Jane got to Salt Lake where they had their endow-

Warren Thomas===s==s=ss== born

December 2,

1866,

sts in the old Salt Lake Endowment House on April 2, 1860. He left

Lovina Emaline-===== -==born

March 29, 18

68.

+n for his long trip across the plains,

Twins-Adelia Maude----- born

June 9, 1871.

‘Nmr(l'hma took over as the head of the family. He was a very af-

Joseph Adelbert--born

June 9, 1871,

Effie May--------born

August 24, 1

873,

fectionate boy and was a comfort ta his mother and a hard worker, The

1ittle mother vith her five months old baby, resumed the trade she knew

Archie Gilbert---born

June 20, 187

9,

in. Empland to braid straw and make hats. Both Thomas and Ellen knew

Ray Randolph----- born

July 12, 188

3

hou_to brafid straws, Ellen could braid as much &s thirty-five yards a

All the children were born in Provo, Utah and their home was three |

ay--seven strands, They were very helpful and the mother did the sewing

blocks East of his mother's and Thomas, on the way to work at the woolen

and blocking and they were quite successful.

mills, stopped to see h.s muther every day, He w

as loved by all who met

Thonas did exceptionally well with the farm and everything was going

him or worked with him. He and Reed Smoot (the senator from Utah for over

=ell u;itt} the early spring of 1862. Ellen had washed the smut out of the

thirty years) were companions, Both worked side by side in the mill for

wirear in bitterly cold weather so Thomas could plant it. She caught a

years, The oldest daughter named her son "Reed Rollo" after Mr. Smoot.

sevece cold that settled inm her eyes. The 1ids must have been paralyzed

Thomas was only forty-four years old when he was stricken with in-

fE it was years before she could see again. 1 have told all about this

flamation of the bowels (known today as Appendicitis) and died on April

gzear affliction io her history, She was eighteen years old whenm it hap-

17, 1885. He is buried in the Provo city cemetery. Everyone I have talke

peaed, and it caused her mother lots of sorrow.s However, with her sensi-

ed to has described him as a tall handsome man,

He was straight as an

tive fingers, she could braid just as many yards when the stravs were

arrow and walked with a stride, His bright brown eyes and smiling face

= -
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56 s bright bmun eves zmd smiling face endeared him to everyome. e
| was 2luays kiad and geszle snd his children adored him.

__themselves to his partiag.
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He was 80

__Counselor D. John bore his testimony to the description zlready

given, for he could do so from personal acquaintance.

young and full of 1ife =3at his wife and mother could not recoscile

__He knew that the)
d_e_plr'.:ed one left a good record behind him i

. Everyone in Pxovo tried to comfest the

_L_n_nd one ih-_n: hlhs_ fami_l._:_,r

would do well to imitate. Speaker felt to bless the bereaved and hoped;

widov and her family. Tha older children weat out to work amd Aunt

they would be comforted in the words that had been spoken relarive to

Mertha workei too, but site never neglected her childrea. The seven of

the character and life of the deceased,

__them all grev up to wosushood and manhood.

_pretty and I ©
good looking young men md

| he g bast

The girls were exceptioaally

Elder K. G. Maeser though not so extensively acquainted with

ber tiez as the belles of the town. The boys were

Brother Fenn during his life as were those who had already spoken, sr.‘lli

in time they all were married.

he knew he must have been a faithful and good man, from the knowledge he

Aunt Mar@ia mever mactied again. She was a wounder ful womas and did
—— = — e -

had of him during his last sickness. Nome other than a God fearing man,

_to rear hex fmily. They loved her and dearly and took care

a mar full of faith in the ordinances of the Gospel r.auld have Exe.clscé

of her up until her decazi, She was blind for about ten years before

she dled and she wad nevar neglected at any time, She never wanted for

such implicit confidence in the administrations of the Priesthood.

T

Brother Thomas Fenn had only gone before, we all of us must inevitably °

love, care, o help, Sie used to visit my mother and 1 always loved

meet that which he has passed through, and happy Ls he vho can meet it ?

to hear her siag, "1z tie Gloaming" and tell stories of early days in

leaving behind him the greatest legacy to mankind that is in his pcwr-

Prove, She wmus a very jcetty woman and a good Latter-Day Saint, She

an honest life,

died February l4th, 191% vhile on a visit to her son Warrem, at Hyss:a,

President Smoot could not speak from personal acquaintance with

[§

Oregon and wis buried a: Provo, Utah,

Brother Fenn but he felt that he must have been a man retiring in his

Funeral Services for Thomss Fenn taken from the “Territorfal

U P

ways., And from the testimonies given ahould say he had been a good man

Enquirer, Provo City Toeesday, April 21,

1885."

If he had been one of the reckless and l_)gj;;gm; kind, he would have _

The last sad rites zver the remains of Thomas Fenn were performed

undoubtedly have more of him, He felt to ask God's blessing to rest °

on Saturday Jast., The Jourth Ward Meeting House was crowded with

upon the family and other relatives, and hoped that all would be -

sorvoving relatives and friends. The services were conducted by

prepared to meet their final issue, 1

Bishop J. E.,"Booth. Zldsr James Dunn rnia_ﬂ_ti the 1ife of Brother Fena

The services were than brought to a close by a few counseling from.

since his first acquaistance with him, which was in 1852, He testified

Bishop J. E. Booth. The body was then followed to its last resting

" to'the integzfty and faichfulness of the deceased in business, religious

place by a vast cortege of carriages.

and femily ceacity,

May he rest in peace until the resurrection morn, f
_ Spoke of bim as a mt.hful. and strictly honest man, and 8 devoted THE END, 3
‘" follower of Tarist. % ¢

S O e MO B Dl e 1iiinassal 1




